Site:  SE Greenland

Position: 63N 36W

Categories: observatory, biogeochemical/ tracers

Short description:

· one mooring

· Variables measured :  

· samples for post-analysis of CFCs, SF6, 18O, 139I  @ 1200m, once per week

· temperature, salinity, pressure at 10 minutes interval

· Start date of the timeseries, service interval: September 2004, 1 year

Scientific rationale:

It is planned to collect a time series of transient tracers in Denmark Strait overflow water.

This will contribute to establishing the sources and variability of contributory waters to the DSOW. The present bottom-mounted automated water sampler is experimental.

Groups / P.I.s /labs /countries involved / responsible: 

AJ Watson / M.-J. Messias (U. East Anglia, UK)

Status:

· Operating in experimental mode.

· time horizon / long-term plans: 

Presently 2 years. If successful, longer-term monitoring will be proposed.

· Funded, UK RAPID programme

Technology: 

· "AquaLab" moored/bottom mounted autonomous deep-water transient tracer sampler

· Seabird MicroCAT

Data Policy: see www.soc.soton.ac.uk/rapid/Dataplan.php#policy 

Data management: 

Data collected within the RAPID programme will comply with NERC's policy on data management. The main objective of this policy is to ensure that the data will contribute to a key NERC resource, which will continue to be exploited both scientifically and commercially long after the formal end of the programme. The management of the data collected within the RAPID programme will be the responsibility of the relevant NERC designated data centres. Mooring data will be publicly available from two years after mooring recovery and managed by the British Oceanographic Data Centre (http://www.bodc.ac.uk/).

(or see http://www.soc.soton.ac.uk/rapid/Dataplan.php )

Societal value / Users / customers: general public interest

Role in the integrated global observing system:  Monitoring of thermohaline circulation

Contact Person:  A.J.Watson@uea.ac.uk
compiled by: Andrew Watson, March 2005

