Site:  Cape Farewell / Irminger Sea

Position:  59.7N 41.8W  to  59.8N 42.6W

Categories: physical properties (mass, heat and fresh water transports)

Safety distance for ship operations: 2nm

Short description:

· Mooring positions and Variables measured :
· [image: image3.wmf]Lon

Variables

Depth (m)

Interval

A

N59°39.223'

W41°47.596' 

U,V,T,P

200, 700, 1200, 1600, 1800

  (depth: 1894m; head: -176m)

T,S,P

180

B

N59°45.215'

W42°07.454'

U,V,T,P

230, 630, 1030, 1430, 1630

  (depth: 1732m; head: -215m)

T,S,P

210

C

N59°48.092'

W42°16.620'

U,V,T,P

680, 880, 980

  (depth: 1086m; head: -292m)

T

580

T,S,P

260

U,V

every 16 m between 100 and 570

D

N59°48.949'

W42°19.122'

U,V,T,P

390, 190

  (depth:  490m; head: -158m)

T,S,P

170

E

N59°54.333'

W42°35.700'

T,S,P

190

  (depth:  195m; head: -192m)

U,V

every 4 m between 20 and 190

Lat

every 30 min

every 15 min

every 30 min

every 15 min

every 30 min

every 15 min

every 15 min

every 30 min

every 30 min

every 15 min

every 15 min

every 30 min

 Start date of the timeseries: June 11, 2004

·  Service interval: 1 year for C and E, entire recovery in June or August 2006.

Scientific rationale: 

The objective is to monitor the East Greenland Current and the East Greenland Coastal Current, to study their seasonal and interannual variability and to better constrain inversion of Ovide hydrological data of 2004 and 2006.

Groups / P.I.s /labs /countries involved / responsible:

OVIDE group 

P.I. of OVIDE : Herlé Mercier / Lab.: LPO (Ifremer), France / Resp.: Pascale Lherminier

Status:

· operating

· time horizon / long-term plans: 

august 2005: C and E serviced during CFER cruise (S. Bacon) 

june or august 2006: all are recovered

Depending on results and funding, moorings may be deployed again in 2007 or 2008

· funded by Ifremer / INSU

Technology:

· moored / autonomous sensors

· Profile measurements : ADCP looking upwards on moorings C (75kHz) and E (300kHz)

Data policy:

delayed mode data: all variables available on demand from jan.2007 and public from jan.2008

Data management:

Metadata scheme : data will be given in the OCEANSite format

Societal value / Users / customers: 

The societal value is mainly environmental. Data may be used by fisheries. 

Role in the integrated global observing system: 

These measurements are complementary to 

· the observation system of the European Project ASOF for the fresh water flux into the Atlantic Ocean,

· to the moorings of CFER (RAPID program, UK) for monitoring the Deep Western Boundary Current,

· to the time series obtained at CIS mooring in the Irminger Sea water masses identification.
Contact Person: pascale.lherminier@ifremer.fr 

Links / Web-sites:

· for Project information : http://www.ifremer.fr/lpo/ovide/ 

· for data access : to be defined

compiled by: Pascale Lherminier (February 2005)
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Figure 1: Location of the moorings on top of the Smith & Sandwell bathymetry
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Figure 2: instrumented moorings on top of 2002 velocity (color) and salinity (contour) data along OVIDE section.
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